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RAMSEY Resolution 651-266-9200
COUNTY B2024-085
Sponsor: Sheriff's Office Meeting Date: 5/14/2024
Title: Grant Agreements with the Minnesota Department of Public File Number: 2024-150

Safety for Community Crime Prevention Programs

Background and Rationale:

In the fall of 2023, the Ramsey County Sheriff's Office applied for two grants from the Minnesota
Department of Public Safety, Office of Justice Programs, Community Crime Intervention and
Prevention Program. The two grant applications were proposals for community-based programming
related to youth services, violence prevention, and community outreach. In February 2024, the
Sheriff’'s Office was notified that the two grant proposals were funded under this program through
December 31, 2025.

For reference, the Minnesota Department of Public Safety provides funding under the Community
Crime Prevention Program for community-based programs for crime or violence prevention and
intervention programs that provide direct services to the community. This grant program can fund a
wide variety of programs and projects, including but not limited to youth services, truancy programs,
neighborhood watch, and resident engagement and programs to address the factors that contribute
to a community’s crime, delinquency, and disorder concerns. The state encourages innovation and
involvement by members of the community served. The Community Crime Program is also a
competitive grant program. A total of $31,814,200 was available for grant awards. The Office of
Justice Programs received 143 applications requesting over $101,700,000. From this total, 115
applications were selected for funding, including the two awards made to the Sheriff’'s Office.

With this funding, the Sheriff's Office will establish and enhance community-based programming
related to youth services, violence prevention, and community outreach. This includes but is not
limited to violence interruption with Community Ambassadors and community outreach efforts to
prevent crime and criminal activity. This work also includes outreach efforts to reduce the effect and
recruitment of youth to gang and criminal activity, including within communities that have been
historically underserved, such as the Somali community. In program design and implementation,
research and best practices of the United States Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Prevention, will be utilized.

The funding provided by the two grants total $675,000 through December 31, 2025. Funding covers
the costs of personnel, including salaries and benefits. A combination of full-time staff, as funded by
this grant and included in this Request for Board Action, and temporary staff will be utilized to
support youth services, violence prevention, and community outreach.

Recommendation:
The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners resolved to:
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1. Ratify the submittal of the grant applications to the Minnesota Department of Public Safety,
Office of Justice Programs, for Community Crime Intervention and Prevention Programs.

2. Accept a grant award and approve a grant agreement with Minnesota Department of Public
Safety for community-based programing for crime prevention services for communities most
impacted by violence, for the period of May 14, 2024 to December 31, 2025 in the amount of
$250,000.

3. Accept a grant award and approve a grant agreement with Minnesota Department of Public
Safety for community-based programing for crime prevention services, including community
outreach, for the period of May 14, 2024 to December 31, 2025 in the amount of $425,000.

4. Authorize the Chair and Chief Clerk to execute the grant agreements.

5. Authorize the County Manager to enter into agreement and execute amendments to
agreements in accordance with the county’s procurement policies and procedures, provided
the amounts are within the limits of the grant funds.

6. Approve an increase in the personnel complement of the Sheriff's Office by 2.0 Full-Time
Equivalent Deputy Sheriffs.

A motion to approve was made by Commissioner Reinhardt, seconded by Commissioner McGuire.

Motion passed.
Aye: - 7: Frethem, Martinson, McGuire, Moran, Ortega, Reinhardt, and Xiong

By: )/Yl/ %M\?//

Mee Cheng, Chief Clerk - County Board
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