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Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority (RCRRA) purchased the Northeast Corridor from 

Burlington Northern Railroad in 1992. The corridor stretches from Kellogg Boulevard in downtown 

Saint Paul to Beam Avenue in Maplewood. The property was purchased for future transit use. The 

property is generally 100 feet wide although it widens and narrows at various points. Near the Bruce 

Vento Nature Sanctuary, the property is significantly wider than needed for any future transit 

purposes. RCRRA has no other use of this portion of the property.

  

Northern States Power Company through their authorized agent Xcel Energy Services, Inc. (Xcel) 

has an electric substation adjacent to the RCRRA vacant parcels, located at 325 Commercial Street, 

Saint Paul, MN 55106. Xcel’s substation is at capacity in its use of available land. To continue use of 

the substation and meet the increased demands of downtown customers, Xcel must expand the 

capacity of the substation following required safety and load requirements. To do so it must expand 

its footprint. The RCRRA vacant land is the only option for adjacent land. 

A purchase agreement with Northern State Power Company for the two noted parcels was executed 

on August 13, 2024, however the inspection period provided for in the agreement lapsed without 

Northern State Power Company providing a requisite notice of acceptance of the property, which 

resulted in the automatic termination of the agreement. Subsequently, the parties have mutually 

agreed to reinstate the agreement. The amendment will reinstate the agreement and extend the 

inspection period. Upon receipt of the notice of acceptance, the transaction will occur within 30 days.

Background and Rationale:

Recommendation:

The Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority resolved to:

1. Approve the reinstatement of and amendment to the purchase agreement with Northern 

State Power Company, 414 Nicollet Mall, 6th floor, Minneapolis, MN 55401, to revive the 

agreement and extend the inspection period to February 28, 2025.

2. Authorize the Chair to execute the revival of and amendment to the purchase agreement.

A motion to approve was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Xiong. 

Motion passed.

Aye: - 6: Jebens-Singh, McGuire, Miller, Moran, Ortega, and Xiong
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By:

Jason Yang, Interim Chief Clerk - County 

Board
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