
15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55102

651-266-9200

Regional Railroad Authority

Agenda

Council Chambers - Courthouse Room 300January 27, 2026 - 10 a.m.

ROLL CALL

1. Agenda of January 27, 2026 is Presented for Approval 2026-038

Sponsors: County Manager's Office

Approve the agenda of January 27, 2026.

2. Minutes from January 6, 2026 are Presented for Approval 2026-039

Sponsors: County Manager's Office

Approve the January 6, 2026 Minutes.

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

3. Purchase of 1840 English Street from Wanless, LLC 2026-028

Sponsors: Public Works

1. Approve acquisition and Purchase Agreement of Parcel 152922320083 with Wanless, 
LLC, in the amount of $325,000. 

2. Authorize the County Manager to approve and execute the purchase agreement, 
settlements, closing documents, and other related real estate documentation associated 
with the acquisition of Parcel 152922320083 in a form approved by the County 
Attorney’s Office. 

3. Authorize the County Manager to execute future amendments to the agreement that do 
not have a financial impact.

4. Authorize Property Management to pursue a sale of the combined surplus property, 
parcels 152922320083, 152922320093, 152922320094, and 152922320095 in 
accordance with the Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority Real Estate 
Management Plan and to return to the Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority with 
the negotiated terms of sale for approval.

5. Approve the transfer of $325,000 plus closing costs from Ramsey County Regional 
Railroad Authority tax levy fund balances to the 2026 Ramsey County Regional Railroad 
Authority capital budget to be used for this purchase.

CORRIDOR UPDATES

ADJOURNMENT
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Regional Railroad Authority

Request for Board Action

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55102

651-266-9200

Item Number: 2026-038 Meeting Date: 1/27/2026

Sponsor: County Manager's Office

Title
Agenda of January 27, 2026 is Presented for Approval

Recommendation
Approve the agenda of January 27, 2026.
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Regional Railroad Authority

Request for Board Action

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55102

651-266-9200

Item Number: 2026-039 Meeting Date: 1/27/2026

Sponsor: County Manager's Office

Title
Minutes from January 6, 2026 are Presented for Approval

Recommendation
Approve the January 6, 2026 Minutes.

Attachments
1. January 6, 2026 Minutes
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15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55102

651-266-9200

Regional Railroad Authority

Minutes

Council Chambers - Courthouse Room 300January 6, 2026 - 10 a.m.

The Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority met in regular session at 9:46 a.m. with the following 
members present: Jebens - Singh, McGuire, McMurtrey, Miller, Moran, Xiong and Chair Ortega. Also 
present was Ling Becker, County Manager. Kathleen Ritter, Assistant County Attorney, Ramsey 
County Attorney's Office, joined remotely.

ROLL CALL

Jebens-Singh, McGuire, McMurtrey, Miller, Moran, Ortega, and XiongPresent:

1. Agenda of January 6, 2026 is Presented for Approval 2026-013

Sponsors: County Manager's Office

Approve the agenda of January 6, 2026.

Motion by Moran, seconded by McGuire. Motion passed.
Jebens-Singh, McGuire, McMurtrey, Miller, Moran, Ortega, and XiongAye:

2. Minutes from December 16, 2025 are Presented for Approval 2026-014

Sponsors: County Manager's Office

Approve the December 16, 2025 Minutes.

Motion by Miller, seconded by McGuire. Motion passed.
Jebens-Singh, McGuire, McMurtrey, Miller, Moran, Ortega, and XiongAye:

POLICY ITEM

3. Election of Chair for 2026 2026-015

Sponsors: Regional Railroad Authority

Elect the chair for the year 2026. 

Commissioner Moran nominated Commissioner Ortega as chair, seconded by Commissioner 
Xiong. 

Motion by Moran, seconded by Xiong. Motion passed.
Jebens-Singh, McGuire, McMurtrey, Miller, Moran, Ortega, and XiongAye:

Resolution: R2026-001

4. Election of Vice-Chair for 2026 2026-016

Sponsors: Regional Railroad Authority

Elect the vice-chair for the year 2026.

Commissioner Jebens-Singh nominated Commissioner Xiong as vice-chair, seconded by 
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Commissioner Moran.

Motion by Jebens-Singh, seconded by Moran. Motion passed.
Jebens-Singh, McGuire, McMurtrey, Miller, Moran, Ortega, and XiongAye:

Resolution: R2026-002

5. Election of Secretary/Treasurer for 2026 2026-017

Sponsors: Regional Railroad Authority

Elect the secretary/treasurer for the year 2026.

Commissioner Moran nominated Commissioner Miller as secretary/treasurer, seconded by 
Commissioner Jebens-Singh.

Motion by Moran, seconded by Jebens-Singh. Motion passed.
Jebens-Singh, McGuire, McMurtrey, Miller, Moran, Ortega, and XiongAye:

Resolution: R2026-003

6. Appointments to Outside Committees for 2026 2026-010

Sponsors: Regional Railroad Authority

Approve appointments to various outside committees for the year 2026.

Motion by Jebens-Singh, seconded by Xiong. Motion passed.
Jebens-Singh, McGuire, McMurtrey, Miller, Moran, Ortega, and XiongAye:

Resolution: R2026-004

CORRIDOR UPDATES

None.

ADJOURNMENT

Chair Ortega declared the meeting adjourned at 9:50 a.m.
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Regional Railroad Authority

Request for Board Action

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55102

651-266-9200

Item Number: 2026-028 Meeting Date: 1/27/2026

Sponsor: Community & Economic Development
Property Management

      Public Works

Title
Purchase of 1840 English Street from Wanless, LLC

Recommendation
1. Approve acquisition and Purchase Agreement of Parcel 152922320083 with Wanless, LLC, in the

amount of $325,000.
2. Authorize the County Manager to approve and execute the purchase agreement, settlements, closing

documents, and other related real estate documentation associated with the acquisition of Parcel
152922320083 in a form approved by the County Attorney’s Office.

3. Authorize the County Manager to execute future amendments to the agreement that do not have a
financial impact.

4. Authorize Property Management to pursue a sale of the combined surplus property, parcels
152922320083, 152922320093, 152922320094, and 152922320095 in accordance with the Ramsey
County Regional Railroad Authority Real Estate Management Plan and to return to the Ramsey County
Regional Railroad Authority with the negotiated terms of sale for approval.

5. Approve the transfer of $325,000 plus closing costs from Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority
tax levy fund balances to the 2026 Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority capital budget to be
used for this purchase.

Background and Rationale
Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority (RCRRA) owns property and buildings to provide existing and
future transit and transportation use in Ramsey County. In 1992, the RCRRA purchased the Northeast Corridor
from approximately I-94 in St. Paul north to Beam Avenue in Maplewood from BNSF Railway. A subsequent
purchase extended RCRRA ownership north to I-694. In addition to the mainline railroad corridor, two rail
access parcels in Maplewood were included in the purchase as they provided access between the railroad
mainline and the former railroad shops at the Gladstone Savanah nature preserve.

The Northeast Corridor is home to the Bruce Vento Regional Trail and has been included as a route in past
transit analysis for the Rush Line and METRO Purple Line projects. In December 2025, Ramsey County,
Metro Transit and the cities of Saint Paul and Maplewood announced the METRO Bronze Line, a reimagined
bus rapid transit project that built upon the former METRO Purple Line. The Bronze line’s routing in
Maplewood is along White Bear Avenue, not the RCRRA property, providing the RCRRA with the opportunity
to sell excess property. The two railroad access parcels are no longer needed for transit or transportation uses
beyond providing a small trailhead and access between the Bruce Vento Regional Trail and Gladstone
Savanah. However, they are small, and their disposition and redevelopment would benefit greatly by
combining them with adjacent parcels as available. One such adjacent parcel, 1840 English Street recently
became available and its purchase and incorporation with the two railroad access parcels would greatly
improve redevelopment potential bringing the combined property under RCRRA ownership to 2 acres.
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Item Number: 2026-028 Meeting Date: 1/27/2026

The proposed purchase of 1840 English Street and parcel supports strategic objectives in an area that has
experienced recent development activity. The combined property will provide a redevelopment opportunity that
would otherwise not exist should the parcels remain in separate ownership.

This acquisition creates opportunities for equitable development through shared cooperation via a city led
coordinated planning effort that can align redevelopment with community priorities while maximizing public
benefit. The inclusion of a small trailhead for the Bruce Vento Regional Trail and connection to the Gladstone
Savanah nature preserve and Gloster Park as part of this planning effort will enhance public access,
connectivity, recreation and transportation infrastructure.

Redevelopment of these parcels in a manner consistent with the county’s Economic Competitiveness and
Inclusion Plan will transition tax-exempt properties into taxable status, generating new property tax revenue
and contributing to the long-term fiscal health of the city and county. Overall, the purchase represents a
strategic investment that advances development potential, community goals, and long-term public revenue.

County Goals (Check those advanced by Action)
☒ Well-being ☒ Prosperity ☒ Opportunity ☒ Accountability

Racial Equity Impact
The Ramsey County Board has adopted the Economic Competitiveness and Inclusion Plan that provides a
guide for a comprehensive economic development strategy, centered on equitable growth and strengthening
economic competitiveness. This strategy prioritizes inclusion in future investments and other actions related to
housing, job creation, workforce development and place-based investments.

The City of Maplewood has expressed a strong interest and willingness to lead the planning work necessary to
initiate equitable site redevelopment in the area consistent with the vision, mission, goals of the county and of
the city.

Community Participation Level and Impact
In December 2025, Ramsey County, Metro Transit, and the cities of Saint Paul and Maplewood announced the
METRO Bronze Line Project. This reimagined Bus Rapid Transit Project will utilize White Bear Avenue in
Maplewood for its routing, unlike the former Purple Line, which was routed on RCRRA property, providing the
RCRRA the opportunity to dispose of excess property. The city of Maplewood will lead the planning work
necessary to initiate equitable site redevelopment. The county’s Equitable Development Framework will be
utilized as the redevelopment of this area advances.
☒ Inform ☒ Consult ☒  Involve ☒ Collaborate ☒ Empower

Fiscal Impact
The funding for this request is coming from the Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority tax levy fund
balance. Adequate fund balance is available to accommodate this request. The sale price of the property is
$325,000. It is estimated that closing costs on this transaction could be up to $10,000.

Last Previous Action
None.

Attachments
1. Purchase Agreement
2. Letter of Support from Maplewood for the purchase of 1840 English Street
3. Ramsey County Equitable Development Framework
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Ramsey County
Equitable Development

Framework
Community & Economic Development  
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I. Background + Purpose
The intent of the Equitable Development Framework is to center racial equity in 
County land use development and economic development decisions. This means 

with impacted neighborhoods and populations to create vibrant communities (with 

Ramsey County Vision
A vibrant community where all are valued and thrive. 

Ramsey County Goals & Priorities
Ramsey County seeks to advance racial equity and eliminate ethnic-based disparities 

wellbeing and opportunities for advancement and growth. Other key strategic goals 
include:

i. Cultivating economic prosperity and invest in neighborhoods with social vulnerability  
through proactive leadership and inclusive initiatives that engage all communities in 
decisions about our future.

ii. Enhancing access to opportunity and mobility for all residents and businesses through 

region.

iii. 

iv. Increasing opportunities for low-income households of color to live in all 

v. 

1
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II. About the Framework
The Equitable Development Framework provides criteria to guide internal evaluation 

of 

be used to evaluate plans or other related 
decisions.  

The goal of equitable development is to 
meet the needs of underserved communities 
by reducing disparities while fostering places 
that are healthy and vibrant. 

Equitable Development Drivers

Advance economic opportunity. Promote local economic development and

Prevent displacement. Develop policies and programs that allow anyone who 

displacement of viable small businesses that serve community needs.

Preserve and expand affordable housing options.

incomes in all neighborhoods.

Understand and respond to local context.

upon their local assets and resources.

Promote broader mobility and connectivity.

public transportation network that supports transit-dependent communities and 
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Equitable Development Drivers continued

Practice meaningful community engagement. Require local community participation 

strategies to engage racial populations that are most disproportionately harmed by

Develop healthy and safe communities. Create built environments that enhance 

and present. 

Achieve full accessibility. Ensure that results from investments in the built 

These drivers are not designed to be 
deployed independently; their inter-
relationship is fundamental to undoing 
the structural racism perpetuating 
current disparities. If implemented 

result in transactional wins that do not 
produce lasting change. The Equitable 
Development Framework presents an 
integrated fabric of strategies to close 

drivers have the potential to transform 
systems and shift from the current 

many populations and compromises the 
diversity that makes communities strong.

e 
g
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III. Equitable Development Principles 
and Guiding Questions
Equitable Community Engagement & Alignment ensures that vulnerable 

can be used in evaluating the responses to each question. 

 

 

   

 

 What are the advantages or disadvantages of creating a community governance   
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Equitable Land Use and Design ensures that the vision and implementation of a 

 

 

 

 

 

Equitable Housing ensures that all current and future households across the county 
have access to affordable housing choices.
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Equitable Transportation
pedestrian friendly land use practices to enhance healthy living within low-income 
communities and communities of color.

  

How does parking accommodate bicycle use and 

Equitable Economic Development assures that policies and programs associated 

income communities and communities of color. 

6
26



Other Factors to Consider (Feasibility, Fiscal Impact, etc.)

Costs & Risks
  »
  » Appraised Value
  »
  »

  »
  »
  » Change in Market Value and Tax Base
  » Grant Eligibility

Equitable Development Review Elements

Public Investment

Developer Contact Info

Other Stakeholders
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