


















 

 

2-9-2026 
 
Wesley Crouch 
312 Floral Drive 
Shoreview, MN 55126  
 
RE: Snail Lake Regional Park Trail Improvement Project – Acquisition of Temporary 
Construction and Permanent Trail Easement over a portion of your property located at 
312 Floral Drive, Shoreview, Minnesota 
 
Dear Wesley: 
 
As you know, we have been in communication with you regarding the Snail Lake Regional Park Trail 
Improvement Project and the County’s desire to acquire a temporary construction easement and 
permanent right-of-way easement (“Easement”) along a portion of your property to enable the 
construction and use of a permanent paved public trail for pedestrian, bicycle, and other non-motorized 
use of the trail as part of the overall Snail Lake Regional Park trail system. I have included a draft of 
the proposed easement agreement for your review. 

  
The County hired Nathan Hansen of Valbridge Property Advisers, an independent real estate appraiser, 
to prepare an appraisal of your property.  A copy of the appraisal report is enclosed. The boundary lines 
of the Easement are shown on the map on page 11 of the enclosed appraisal report. The Easement area 
consists of 6,079 square feet of land.  
 
Based on the appraisal report, the County hereby offers you, as owner of the affected real estate, the 
sum of $37,500 for the Easement, contingent upon Ramsey County Board of Commissioners approval.   
 
If the amount is acceptable, please contact me at the phone number or email set forth below to indicate 
your interest. I will then schedule a time to sign an agreement acquiring the Easements. If this amount is 
not acceptable, please contact me immediately to continue negotiations regarding the potential purchase 
of the Easement. Since the Easement is necessary for the Snail Lake Regional Park Trail Improvement 
Project, it may be acquired by eminent domain if the County cannot acquire it through voluntary purchase 
within a reasonable time.  Nevertheless, a mutual agreement is preferred to utilizing eminent domain, and 
we ask your assistance in reaching such a mutual agreement. 
 
You may obtain your own appraisal of the property. If you wish to obtain your own appraisal, the 
County will reimburse you for the cost, up to a maximum of $3,000.00.  To obtain reimbursement, you 
must select a qualified, independent real estate appraiser, and submit to the County the information 
necessary for reimbursement, including a copy of the appraisal report, at least five days before a 
condemnation commissioners’ hearing.  The information necessary for reimbursement is a written 
invoice from the appraiser identifying the work performed and the fee charged.  The invoice will be 
paid by the County within approximately 30 business days after receiving a copy of the appraisal report 
and the reimbursement information.  All requests for reimbursement should be directed to me at the 
address shown on this letterhead. To further guide you, also enclosed is an information packet, “Property 
Acquisition Process – General Information for Property Owners.” 
 



If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me directly.  I look forward to hearing 
from you in the coming week or two and working towards a mutual agreement. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
 
B. Gus Blumer 
Director of Planning and Development 
Ramsey County Parks and Recreation Department 
Email: brett.blumer@ramseycountymn.gov 
Contact Phone: 651-266-0372 
 

 
 























 

 

2-9-2026 
 
Larry and Tammy Swope 
314 Floral Drive 
Shoreview, MN 55126  
 
RE: Snail Lake Regional Park Trail Improvement Project – Acquisition of Temporary 
Construction and Permanent Trail Easement over a portion of your property located at 
314 Floral Drive, Shoreview, Minnesota 
 
Dear Larry and Tammy: 
 
As you know, we have been in communication with you regarding the Snail Lake Regional Park Trail 
Improvement Project and the County’s desire to acquire a temporary construction easement and 
permanent right-of-way easement (“Easement”) along a portion of your property to enable the 
construction and use of a permanent paved public trail for pedestrian, bicycle, and other non-motorized 
use of the trail as part of the overall Snail Lake Regional Park trail system. I have included a draft of 
the proposed easement agreement for your review. 

  
The County hired Nathan Hansen of Valbridge Property Advisers, an independent real estate appraiser, 
to prepare an appraisal of your property.  A copy of the appraisal report is enclosed. The boundary lines 
of the Easement are shown on the map on page 11 of the enclosed appraisal report. The Easement area 
consists of 610 square feet of land.  
 
Based on the appraisal report, the County hereby offers you, as owner of the affected real estate, the 
sum of $4,800.00 for the Easement, contingent upon Ramsey County Board of Commissioners approval.   
 
If the amount is acceptable, please contact me at the phone number or email set forth below to indicate 
your interest. I will then schedule a time to sign an agreement acquiring the Easements. If this amount is 
not acceptable, please contact me immediately to continue negotiations regarding the potential purchase 
of the Easement. Since the Easement is necessary for the Snail Lake Regional Park Trail Improvement 
Project, it may be acquired by eminent domain if the County cannot acquire it through voluntary purchase 
within a reasonable time.  Nevertheless, a mutual agreement is preferred to utilizing eminent domain, and 
we ask your assistance in reaching such a mutual agreement. 
 
You may obtain your own appraisal of the property. If you wish to obtain your own appraisal, the 
County will reimburse you for the cost, up to a maximum of $3,000.00.  To obtain reimbursement, you 
must select a qualified, independent real estate appraiser, and submit to the County the information 
necessary for reimbursement, including a copy of the appraisal report, at least five days before a 
condemnation commissioners’ hearing.  The information necessary for reimbursement is a written 
invoice from the appraiser identifying the work performed and the fee charged.  The invoice will be 
paid by the County within approximately 30 business days after receiving a copy of the appraisal report 
and the reimbursement information.  All requests for reimbursement should be directed to me at the 
address shown on this letterhead. To further guide you, also enclosed is an information packet, “Property 
Acquisition Process – General Information for Property Owners.” 
 



If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me directly.  I look forward to hearing 
from you in the coming week or two and working towards a mutual agreement. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
 
B. Gus Blumer 
Director of Planning and Development 
Ramsey County Parks and Recreation Department 
Email: brett.blumer@ramseycountymn.gov 
Contact Phone: 651-266-0372 
 

 
 























 

 

4-7-2026 
 
David Hodgson and Cynthia Segura 
306 Floral Drive 
Shoreview, MN 55126  
 
RE: Snail Lake Regional Park Trail Improvement Project – Acquisition of Temporary 
Construction and Permanent Trail Easement over a portion of your property located at 
306 Floral Drive, Shoreview, Minnesota 
 
Dear David and Cynthia: 
 
As you know, we have been in communication with you regarding the Snail Lake Regional Park Trail 
Improvement Project and the County’s desire to acquire a temporary construction easement and 
permanent right-of-way easement (“Easement”) along a portion of your property to enable the 
construction and use of a permanent paved public trail for pedestrian, bicycle, and other non-motorized 
use of the trail as part of the overall Snail Lake Regional Park trail system. I have included a draft of 
the proposed easement agreement for your review. 

  
The County hired Nathan Hansen of Valbridge Property Advisers, an independent real estate appraiser, 
to prepare an appraisal of your property.  A copy of the appraisal report is enclosed. The boundary lines 
of the Easement are shown on the map on page 11 of the enclosed appraisal report. The Easement area 
consists of 270 square feet of land.  
 
Based on the appraisal report, the County hereby offers you, as owner of the affected real estate, the 
sum of $1,800.00 for the Easement, contingent upon Ramsey County Board of Commissioners approval.   
 
If the amount is acceptable, please contact me at the phone number or email set forth below to indicate 
your interest. I will then schedule a time to sign an agreement acquiring the Easements. If this amount is 
not acceptable, please contact me immediately to continue negotiations regarding the potential purchase 
of the Easement. Since the Easement is necessary for the Snail Lake Regional Park Trail Improvement 
Project, it may be acquired by eminent domain if the County cannot acquire it through voluntary purchase 
within a reasonable time.  Nevertheless, a mutual agreement is preferred to utilizing eminent domain, and 
we ask your assistance in reaching such a mutual agreement. 
 
You may obtain your own appraisal of the property. If you wish to obtain your own appraisal, the 
County will reimburse you for the cost, up to a maximum of $3,000.00.  To obtain reimbursement, you 
must select a qualified, independent real estate appraiser, and submit to the County the information 
necessary for reimbursement, including a copy of the appraisal report, at least five days before a 
condemnation commissioners’ hearing.  The information necessary for reimbursement is a written 
invoice from the appraiser identifying the work performed and the fee charged.  The invoice will be 
paid by the County within approximately 30 business days after receiving a copy of the appraisal report 
and the reimbursement information.  All requests for reimbursement should be directed to me at the 
address shown on this letterhead. To further guide you, also enclosed is an information packet, “Property 
Acquisition Process – General Information for Property Owners.” 
 



If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me directly.  I look forward to hearing 
from you in the coming week or two and working towards a mutual agreement. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
 
B. Gus Blumer 
Director of Planning and Development 
Ramsey County Parks and Recreation Department 
Email: brett.blumer@ramseycountymn.gov 
Contact Phone: 651-266-0372 
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