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The Medical Examiner’s Office is tasked with determining cause and manner of death for Ramsey 

County and Washington County. Often this includes conducting toxicology testing. The Medical 

Examiner’s Office does not have an internal toxicology lab. The Medical Examiner’s Office utilizes 

National Medical Services Labs (NMS) for its toxicology testing. NMS Labs holds the certifications 

and credentials that both the National Association of Medical Examiners and International 

Association of Coroners and Medical Examiners require to maintain accreditation, of which, this 

office holds accreditations from both organizations. They are on the cutting edge of testing and are 

positioned better than competing labs to test for an ever-changing variety of designer drugs. The 

scope of their abilities to test a wide variety of both prescription and illegal drugs is always 

expanding. They offer over 2,500 tests many that are exclusive to NMS Labs, available at no other 

commercial labs. The equipment is state of the art. The staff at NMS Labs is forensically trained in 

both testing and testifying. Their team of experts has worked thousands of civil and criminal cases at 

the local, state, and federal levels. NMS Labs provides turn-around time that is exceptional and 

allows the Medical Examiner’s Office to complete death certificates for families in a timely manner. 

The turn-around time also allows for expedient results for law enforcement in the case of criminal 

matters. The current contract for toxicology services expires March 31, 2024 (MEDEX000064). NMS 

will be a single source contract due to the history and integrations with Ramsey County systems and 

within compliance with procurement requirements. 

Background and Rationale:

Recommendation:

The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners resolved to:

1. Approve the single source agreement with National Medical Services Labs, 200 Welsh Road, 

Horsham, PA 19044 for toxicology testing for the period of upon execution through March 31, 

2026, with an option for a two-year renewal, in the amount in accordance with the rates 

established in the agreement.

2. Authorize the Chair and Chief Clerk to execute the agreement.

3. Authorize the County Manager to execute amendments to agreement in accordance with the 

county’s procurement policies and procedures, provided the amounts are within the limits of 

available funding.

A motion to approve was made by Commissioner Ortega, seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt. 

Motion passed.

Aye: - 6: Martinson, McGuire, Moran, Ortega, Reinhardt, and Xiong

Absent: - 1: Frethem
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By:

Mee Cheng, Chief Clerk - County Board
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