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Mr. Holmes was booked into the Adult Detention Center (ADC) on June 10, 2021. At the time of his 

booking, Mr. Holmes was in a wheelchair because of back and spinal cord issues. Mr. Holmes 

remained wheelchair bound for the duration of his detention at the ADC.

On July 20, 2021, while on a phone call during recreation time, Mr. Holmes was instructed to return 

to his cell. Mr. Holmes refused to end the call and return to his cell despite multiple directives. In 

response, a Corrections Officer called for additional assistance, sprayed Mr. Holmes with chemical 

irritant after issuing a warning, removed Mr. Holmes from his wheelchair, and placed him on the 

ground where Mr. Holmes was handcuffed.  

Mr. Holmes file suit in federal court alleging that during the July 20, 2021 incident, the Corrections 

Officers violated his constitutional rights by using excessive force, being deliberately indifferent, and 

failing to intervene. He also asserted state law battery and negligence claims. 

Background and Rationale:

Recommendation:

The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners resolved to:

1. Approve the settlement agreement with Stephan Nicholas Holmes v. Reed Newkirk, et al., 

Court File No. 0:22-CV-02985, totaling $75,000.

2. Authorize the Chair and Chief Clerk to execute the settlement agreement. 

A motion to approve was made by Commissioner Jebens-Singh, seconded by Commissioner Miller. 

Motion passed.

Aye: - 6: Jebens-Singh, McGuire, Miller, Moran, Ortega, and Xiong

By:

Jason Yang, Interim Chief Clerk - County 
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