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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE STATE OF MINNESOTA, SECOND 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT AND THE COUNTY OF RAMSEY 

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) is entered into by and between Ramsey 
County, Minnesota hereinafter referred to as “County” and the State of Minnesota, Second 
Judicial District, hereinafter referred to as “State.” 

WHEREAS, the Kellogg Courthouse needs additional judges’ chambers to be constructed to have 
a sufficient number of chambers for the States’ judges and the State desires the twelfth floor 
CourtSmart room to be converted into a Judicial Chambers, Room 12D in Ramsey County; and 

WHEREAS, Minnesota § Statute 484.77 and the MOU between the State of Minnesota Judicial 
Branch and Ramsey County executed in January 2024 that governs the relevant time period of 
this MOU requires in Section II. STATE USE OF COUNTY FACILITIES the County to provide 
suitable facilities for court purposes and shall also be responsible for the costs of renting, 
maintaining, operating, remodeling, insuring, and renovating those facilities occupied by the 
court; and  

WHEREAS, notwithstanding Minnesota § Statute 484.77 and the existing above-referenced 
MOU, due to funding and urgency of the need for additional judicial chambers, the State has 
agreed to provide funding for the specific remodeling project set forth in this MOU; and 

WHEREAS, for the purposes of this Project, the County agrees to provide all supplies, 
equipment, material, labor, and incidentals for the Ramsey County Courthouse Chambers Room 
12D Remodeling Project located in Ramsey County Courthouse, 15 West Kellogg Blvd., Saint 
Paul, Minnesota 55101 within the scope of the county provided court facilities; and 

WHEREAS, a cooperative effort between the County and State is the appropriate method to 
facilitate the completion of the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the County sought an informal RFP, attached hereto as Appendix A, and awarded the 
project to McMonigal Architects, attached hereto as Appendix B, to design and construct the 
12th floor chambers; and 

WHEREAS, the County and State desires to complete these design and construction in a phased 
approach for budgetary purposes, but commits to completion of entire project by December 
31, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, all chamber and clerk’s furniture is a separate matter from this MOU; and 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual benefits that each party shall derive here 
from, the parties do hereby agree as follows: 
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1. The entire Project shall be completed by December 31, 2025.  Phase 1 for professional design 
services to include Schematic Design, Design Development, Construction Documents, and 
Bidding Assistance shall be completed by June 30, 2025.  Upon approval of project and 
funding to proceed, Phase 2 for professional services related to Construction Administration 
and Close-out, and physical construction for the project shall be completed December 31, 
2025. Phase 2 will be handled under a separate MOU agreement. 

2. The County shall use best efforts to contract with McMonigal Architects within 
thirty (30) days of this contract being fully executed. 

3. The County shall contract with McMonigal Architects for phase 1 professional 
services for the 12th floor chambers, as set forth in the attached Appendix B, 
covering this work. 

4. Based on design costs, see attached Appendix B, the State will provide the County 
up to $37,350 after presentation of valid invoices to the Second Judicial District 
Administrator or their designee.  The State’s committed funds are available 
through the State’s current fiscal year, and therefore, must be invoiced prior to 
June 30, 2025. 

5. Any amendment to this MOU must be in writing and will become effective upon 
execution of the same parties who executed and approved the original agreement, 
or their successors in office. 

6. The MOU contains all negotiations and agreements between the County and the 
State. No other understanding regarding this MOU, whether written or oral, may be 
used to bind either party. In the event of any inconsistency or conflict between the 
terms of this MOU and any other agreement between the parties, the terms of this 
MOU shall govern. 

7. Each party will be responsible for its own acts and behavior and the results thereof 
and shall not be responsible or liable for the other party's actions and consequences 
of those actions. The Minnesota Torts Claims Act, Minn. Stat. 3.736 and other 
applicable laws govern each party’s liability. 

8. This MOU is the present expression of the understanding of the parties. There are no 
representations or stipulations either oral or written not contained herein. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Memorandum of Understanding to be executed 
by their duly authorized representatives. 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
Approval and certification that State funds 
have been encumbered, and applicable 
procurement policies have been followed: 

 _________________________________ 
Heather Kendall 
Judicial District Administrator 

Where contract exceeds $50,000, signature 
of the State Court Administrator or his  
Deputy is also required: 

_________________________________ 
Jeff Shorba 
State Court Administrator 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND EXECUTION: 

_________________________________ 
SCAO Senior Legal Counsel 

Funds have been encumbered as required by 
State Court Finance Policy by: 

By:  ________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
Title:  
Date: 
Contract Number: 
P.O. Number: 

RAMSEY COUNTY 

__________________________________ 
Rafael E. Ortega 
Chair 
Date: _____________________________ 

__________________________________ 
Jason Yang,  
Chief Clerk 
Date: _____________________________ 
___________________________________ 

Approval recommended: 

_________________________________ 
Jean Krueger, Director  
Property Management Department 

Approved as to form: 

 __________________________________ 
Kathleen Ritter, Assistant County Attorney 
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APPENDIX A  
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APPENDIX B 
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