
PUBLIC TESTIMONY AT THE JUNE 3, 2025, PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Discussion can be found on archived video. 
 
Signed up to speak at the public hearing + written testimonies: 
 
Name: Melissa Wenzel (349 Michigan Street, St Paul, MN 55102) - Yes 
Comments: The West 7th corridor deserves transit investment from the county.  We NEED upgrade 

remove funding from the West 7th BRT initiative! 
 
Name: Daniel Waddell (1144 Edgecumbe Road, St Paul, MN 55105) Yes 
Comments: The Riverview Corridor is a vital project that has been in discussion since the 1990s. 
Removing funding for the project is an embarrassment for the city and county. Bus rapid transit is a 

aul for decades to come. 
 
Name: Julia McColley (NA) Yes 
Comments: Good morning,  

 
Best 

 
 
Name: Frank Jossi (1810 Hartford Ave, Saint Paul 55116) Yes 
Comments: Summarize comments from the Highland District Council. 
 
Name: John Yust (256 Goodrich Avenue) 
Comments: 
 
Dear Ramsey County Commissioners. 

John Yust, and I live at 256 Goodrich Avenue. 
th 

canceled all of their activities related to Riverview Corri  
 

e now learn that Ramsey County will not 

 
 

participating in a misguided planning process led by Ramsey County. 
Thank you. 
 
 
 



Name: Jay Severance (350 St Peter Street, Saint Paul 55102) 
Comments: 
 

 

Transit. 
 

solutions to address the transit needs of the Corridor, and it became apparent that the BRT 
-

Streetcar portion of the project was closed. However, the assurance was given that the Riverview 
 

 
 

removal. 
 
I request that the Council not approve that action, and instead allocate funding to the 

 
•  

 
• 

- 
 

•  
spur for active transportation and transit needs for the Corridor. 

 
Thank you for your Consideration of these requests. 
Jay Severance 
350 St Peter St Unit 409 St Paul MN 55102 

 
-a-r-t.org www.c-a-r-t.org 

 
Below this line are all who provided testimony, but didn’t wish to speak at the public hearing.  
 
Name:  (1266 Gorman Ave, West St Paul, MN 55114) 
Comments: 

impacted by 
disasters, this matters to me. It ensures we have the resources and structure needed to keep our 
community safe and resilient. By making this a dedicated department, we can better support our 
residents and local businesses in times of emergency. 
 
 
 
 



Name:  John Levin - No 
Comments: 

page: https://www.ramseycounty.us/content/public-hearing-use-ramsey-county-transportation-
sales-and-use- -funds. It is not clear what the public is being asked to comment on.  
 
Name:  Joseph F Landsberger (112 South Leech Street, St Paul, MN 55102) No 
Comments: 

-
est 7th transit 

-oriented development along 
our river corridor. The possibilities facing downtown development as well as the potential for 
building on tourist-oriented access to our historic and immigrant neighborhoods will reinforce 

 

rity 
for the immediate future. 
Thank you. 
 
Name: Will Nissen (399 Duke street, St Paul, MN 55102) No 
Comments: Good morning, 
 

the Riverview Corridor streetcar project, and agreed with the decision to not pursue streetcars. 
However, West 7th still needs transportation and transit investment from the County. In particular, 

mited 

Trail along Shepard Road will likely increase the need for connecting bike and pedestrian access 

improvement project and County funding will be critical to moving that process forward 
cated funds from the Riverview Corridor project in the West 7th 

neighborhood. 
 
Name: Jenn Pierson (890 Kenneth Street, Saint Paul 55116) Yes 
Comments: I support the west 7th Bus Rapid Transit line and pedestrian improvements and ask 

downtown, welcome state employees back and work towards climate goals and reducing 
emissions this project is essential. 
 
Name: Gabrielle Rosenthal (840 Seal Street, Saint Paul 55114) No 
Comments: Ramsey County must continue to invest in safe and convenient public transportation. 
The Riverview Corridor not only connects presidential neighborhoods and businesses with 

necting airport 

ensures a more climate resilient city for all and provides access to economic opportunity for 
businesses and residents alike. 



Name: Kevin Gallatin (1822 Highland Parkway, Saint Paul 55116) No 
Comments: I strongly support funding for BRT improvements along West 7th Street. The 
community has patiently waited as study after study evaluated transit options only to defer to doing 

- ting along this corridor 

 
Thank you, 

 
 
Name: Matthew McCord (1360 Hartford Avenue, Saint Paul 55116) No 
Comments: - - namely, 
the removal of county funding for the Riverview Corridor.   
While I recognize that county-led planning for the corridor has ended, a county funding source for 
the new city-led project will be critical for funding and completing the proposed and essential 
transit and roadway improvements to this corridor. Cutting the city-
funding will likely just ensure that the corridor remains with poor and decaying roadway, transit, and 
pedestrian conditions. I would suggest an amendment to the proposal such that the city-led project 

matching programs. Thank you. 
 
Name: Paul Hardt (291 7th Street West Apt 909, Saint Paul 55102) No 
Comments: I Commissioners, 
 
I write in support of shifting funds from the Riverview Corridor project to supporting badly needed 

attend your meeting. I hope this note wil

Road Federation. I have followed closely the proposals for improving West 7th over the last several 
years. I am also a former city councilmember for the City of New Brighton. The hole that opened up 

 unique, indication that 
improvements to West 7th are badly needed. The road surface needs improvement, better 
pedestrian crosswalks are needed, and infrastructure must be updated. Some of the infrastructure 

moded technology. 

Corridor project to West 7th improvements. 
 

 
Name: Jonathan Feldman (401 Sibley St Apt 302, Saint Paul 55101) No 
Comments: 
delayed, so the reliability and transit prioritization that comes with BRT would make me more 

there actually is a modern 

currently feels intimidating and unwelcoming to access businesses up and down the corridor. I 
appreciate the multi-modal approach that balances the needs of all stakeholders without 
accepting more years of stagnation. 
 
Name: Becky Yust (256 Goodrich Avenue, Saint Paul 55102) NA 



Comments: To Ramsey County Commissioners. 
 
Ramsey County orchestrated 1,000’s of volunteer hours of West 7th community members over the 

Twin Cities light rail, and then, a rail-
 

ty’s share of funding for 

to improve transportation in West 7th. In fact, there is no project listed for West 7th, not even 
 

nning 
process led by Ramsey County. 
 
Name: Kathy Carruth (NA) NA 
Comments:  
 
The Highland District Council (HDC) has submitted comments for the public hearing regarding the 
reallocation of funding from the West 7th street corridor.    The HDC is 
disappointed that the County process did not share this information with the Highland District 
Council or give any information to your community partners prior to the hearing. I hope that 
improvements can be made to the engagement process moving forward.  
 
Name: Robert Coleman (NA) No 
Comments: Hello Ramsey County Clerk, and thank you for the opportunity to send in a comment 

transit every day, and get around all over the metro area using it. It is e

Interchange projects, while probably will be better for multi-modal transportation, look to have very 
little application towards transit improvements. The Corridor projects have a little bit of promise, 
but none of them are the transformational changes that West 7th would have received under 
Riverview.  If the whole point is to dedicate to BRT to make it cheaper, then we need to actually 

anything else for a decade.  There is zero guarantee that any percentage of the Corridor dollars will 

The only thing in the plan that is guaranteed to actually improve transit is the 1 million for Transit 

 What this plan needs is 

 

things that transit riders actually want and need, not EV charging infrastructure, subsidizing 



 
 
Name: Scott Berger (1452 Ashland Avenue, Saint Paul 55104) No 
Comments: 
County to retain full funding for the West 7th Bus Rapid Transit and associated pedestrian and bike 
improvements. We talk a lot in this region about sustainability, climate goals, and equity—but we 

Fast, frequent, and reliable BRT, combined with walkable streets and new regional trails, makes it 

can tell you: families want more options. But the bus has to be predict

be forward-    
  connected, green, 

accessible, and less car-dominated. 
 
In short, the West 7th BRT project: 
 

 
 

 
 

-mile regional multi-use trail, and 
 

-street parking, but doesn’t let parking dictate the whole design. 
 
This isn’t a speculative concept, it’s the result of years of community engagement and planning. 
Backtracking now would send the message that car-
sustainability, and access for everyone else. I urge you to stay the course and fully fund this project. 
We need more corridors like West 7th, not fewer. 
 
Name: Joe Baierl (406 Wacouta Street unit 210, Saint Paul 55101) No 
Comments: 
7th corridor.    1. The route is important.  You know 

    Ramsey County,  
and strategic partners and investors are about to initiate $1 Billion or more of investment to 
transform Downtown.  

s.  Do the right thing here to pull key components of the transformation forward 
  
  -to-use system.  

credibility is at stake.    This proposed bus 
  If you fail to pursue even this plan, the 

public should look at all of you very critically. 
 
 
 
 



 
Name: Matthew Belanger (1458 Arona Street, St Paul, MN 55108) - No 
Comments: Hello,  
 

the   
 
The current state of West 7th is dangerous for pedestrians, cyclists, and transit users, and 
encourages hazardous driving behavior along the corridor. This money is critical in ensuring that 
this street becomes and livable and vibrant corridor for all. I implore the County Board of 
Commissioners to continue to allocate these dollars to the West 7th reconstruction project. 
Respectfully, 

 
 
Name: Julie Borgerding July (1111 Montreal Ave) - No 
Comments: 
plan with    The sink hole shows that the street 
needs work. 
Thanks 

  
 
Name: Justin Nelson (2121 Iglehart Ave, St Paul, MN 55104) - No 
Comments: 
corridor is an important transit way for the county and has been waiting decades for a proper 
solution. 
 
Name: Anna Potter (2121 Iglehart Ave, St Paul, MN 55104) - No 
Comments: Hello, I believe you should support the New West 7th Corridor Concept. It is a critical 
transitway in the region that needs County funding to implement. The multimodal elements of the 
concept will transform the corridor and the County for decades to come, for the better. Your work 
on Riverview will not go to waste if we can pull together and fund a great BRT and trail concept on 
West 7th. Thank you for all that you do. 
 
Name: Tim Morehead (1932 Bayard Ave, St Paul, MN 55116) - Yes 
Comments: I want to comment on the transfer of funding from the West 7th Street corridor to other 

  The West 7th 
nd frankly Ramsey 

County has wasted much time and money on this vital transportation link. Now that the State of 

on this corridor, Ramsey County is pulling the funding for this street.  The government of Ramsey 
County is again showing that it is not listening to the people.  The people that live and drive on West 

  We have been waiting well over 
   

 
Name: Maggie Rock (NA) -  
Comments: Dear Commissioners, 
I am writing to urge Ramsey County to take immediate and decisive action to invest in the West 7th 



of this neighborhood—not someday, but now. 
  
I am calling for two urgent funding priorities: 

1. A modern transit solution to replace the now-canceled Riverview Corridor project; and 
 A greenway with safe pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure 

 
  
The history of disinvestment in West 7th is long and well documented. The Riverview Corridor 
project began in 1998 and has consumed over $11.7 million in public funding without yielding 
results. In the process, our community has been passed over for other investments—$28 million in 
2014 alone—
The mill and overlay project for West 7th has been delayed again and again—now scheduled for 

treet deteriorates, nearly 90 trees removed in 2019 have never 
been replaced, and our sidewalks remain unsafe and uninviting. 
  
Whether or not one supported the streetcar proposal, the abrupt cancellation of the Riverview 
Corridor—without a clear alternative or reinvestment plan—has left our neighborhood behind 
once again. This decision directly harms residents who rely on transit, walkable streets, and public 
infrastructure, and it leaves us more vulnerable to developments like the recently approved FCC 
industrial trash truck depot. 
  

bus rapid transit (BRT) line 
for West 7th, a project with strong potential to meet our community’s needs. The West 7th/Fort 

 commitment from Ramsey 
County, this project remains in jeopardy. 
  

Randolph Avenue is in critical need of investment. It serves as the only 
no sidewalks, no bike 

lanes, and no safe space for people on foot or bike
site, the dangers are only increasing. The County must act before this becomes a public safety 
crisis. 
Ramsey County has access to millions of dollars previously allocated for West 7th. It is 

 
  
This is a pivotal moment. With the right investments, we can create: 

 safer, more accessible West 7th Street 
 frequent, reliable BRT line that truly serves our community 
 green, connected Randolph Avenue 

neighborhood together 
  
I urge you to commit to these priorities and partner with us to deliver on promises that have been 
delayed for far too long. 
  
The time for study and delay is over. West 7th needs investment now. 
  



Sincerely, 
 

   
 
Name: Steven Dropkin (489 Michigan Street, St Paul, MN 55102) - No 
Comments: -
learn that funds allocated over the years for the now-defunct Riverview Corridor project are being 
spread to transit projects throughout Ramsey county, with no major work being scheduled for the 
very area Riverview was supposed to serve. 
 

olitical will. 
 

-- on what I believe would have been a very 
-- 

-used thoroughfare t
 

   

transit projects that actually improve the quality of the neighborhood for residents and businesses 
and -- in third priority -- those just passing through West 7th on their way to other places. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Name: Tanya Beck (686 Victoria Street, Saint Paul 55102) - No 
Comments: I’m heartbroken that West 7th is being overlooked for road and transit improvements 

it’s not safe. We’ve 
been promised 
plied with plastic bollards while nothing of substance ever comes. 
 

community, despite all the public money spent to plan it. We were told improvements and 
investments were coming. Then they built a truck depot on one of the few walkable routes from 7th 
access the river. 
 
I am engaged. I show up at the community events. I am on my district council.   
I go to listening sessions where our politicians from the city and county nod reassuringly, 

 about the things those dollars 

fair. 
 
We need trees. We need lights that are safe from vandals. We need crosswalks maintained and 
adequately marked. We need transit and pedestrian improvements that support our residents and 

neighbors to work to pay 



 
 
The money raised for transit in our neighborhood should be used, at least in part, for our 
neighborhood, not an invitation for new projects in other places. 
 
Name: J.B Shank (jbshank@umn.edu) – No 
Comments: Dear Ramsey County Commissioners, 
 

the decades-old development needs of the West 7th/Fort Road neighborhood. 
 

a new empty-nest life in a rental 

Road/Riverview Corridor neighborhood in order to have better access to the river and to join in the 
in this eclectic and vibrant community.  

 

realize the way that the vitality of the West 7th/Fort Road neighborhood as a residential community 
and Ramsey County to obtain our fair 

share of the funds necessary to keep infrastructure updated and needed repairs completed.  
 

neighborhood, every day I see crumbling sidewalks, I see street tree spaces that have been empty 
for over 8 years, I see a bunch of plastic bollards that have bee
streets, I see missing crosswalk paint, I see drivers treating our street like a freeway. I see Randolph 

– a Ramsey Co. right of way without a single improvement made 
for pedestrians or cyclists, not even a sidewalk” Why is it that our neighborhood continually gets 

 
 

history of this battle between residents of the West Seventh neighborhood and government 
-time neighborhood 

which documents the struggle over the last century, is also a great record of what has happened. 
our neighborhood has always been a thriving home of a 

diverse community of people and families who consider the West Seventh/Fort Road corridor to be 
their residence and home, those in charge of neighborhood management and development 
repeatedly lost sight of that reality and instead viewed our neighborhood solely as a zone for 
industry and commercial development. 
The West 7th/Fort Road/Riverview Corridor neighborhood has long been subjected to 
environmental injustices, from the destruction of homes for freeway construction to industrial 
developments that have polluted our air and water. We have also been stuck in limbo for 
transportation funding and improvements for decades. The Riverview project began with a study in 
1998. Since then, it’s consumed over $11.7 million in public funds and created decades of delay. 



We lost out on earlier transit investments— —
-

mately 90 trees were cut down in 
 

been waiting for over decades. I therefore strongly urge Ramsey County to reconsider its priorities 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
 

 
 
Name: Andrew Greenlee (148 McBoal Street, Saint Paul 55102) – No 
Comments: 

the removal of streetcar as an option, an opportunity to reallocate the funding across the county 
arose.”   
This makes it sound as if the streetcar option was the only option being contemplated for the 

frequently presented as viable alternatives for Riverview - see, for instance, Riverview Corridor 

fundamental goals and values and seems to be a prime candidate for Riverview Corridor funding. It 
is not clear why the County wou
funding for projects that are completely unrelated to Riverview. 
 

deferred to align with the Riverview timeline, and tens of millions of dollars of funding for possible 

reallocated, with no investments in W7th, the W7th community will have born those costs for 
sit and Transportation plan to invest in projects that help 

bear some fruit for the W7th community. 
 
Thank you! 
 

– No 
Comments: I moved to the West 7th neighborhood because it reminded me of home. The 

-generation homebuyer, I poured my entire savings into this 
home and this neighborhood.   

-to-school backpacks to 
een space. 



 
These are not titles I wear for recognition—they are part of the unpaid labor many of us contribute 
to making West 7th a clean, safe, and vibrant place to live. That’s what makes this so disheartening. 

the city and county governments that should be 
partnering with us—not leaning on us to do what they’ve neglected. 
 

as this community been waiting since 
1998 for a meaningful revitalization plan—  
 
We all know how dangerous West 7th Street can be. It’s treated like a highway, but we live here. 
Neighbors walk their kids to school here. I walk my dogs here, and let me also add the lack of trash 
bins and dog waste stations that are prominent in other ma
we’ve all heard the stories—popped tires from potholes, accidents at intersections, close calls 
crossing the street. There has to be accountability for that. 
 

treated like the capital city it is—not forgotten, not by
where they belong: back into our neighborhoods. 
 

the removal of streetcar as an option, an opportunity to reallocate the funding across the county 
arose.”   
This wording implies that streetcar was the only viable option—but that’s simply not true. Bus Rapid 

-
Riverview Corridor Report #7. These alternatives align closely with Riverview’s goals and values and 
should still be on the table. 
 

along West 7th was delayed to align with Riverview’s timeline, and tens of millions in potential 
sed investments now vanish entirely, 

the West 7th community will have shouldered those burdens for nothing. 
 

Riverview funding remains invested in the corridor it was meant to serve. The people of West 7th 
—not just for the record books, but for the 

community that has lived its consequences for over two decades. 
 
Finally, consider your legacy and the youth who will one day take over this neighborhood. What will 

 
 
Name: Moz Rude (876 W 7th Street, Saint Paul 55102) – No 
Comments: Ramsey County needs to invest in West 7th—not someday, but now. 
 
We’re calling for two urgent funding priorities: 



 
 

 

to Shepard Road, the Grand Round, and the River. 
 
West 7th has been stuck in limbo for decades. The Riverview project began with a study in 1998. 
Since then, it’s consumed over $11.7 million in public funds and created decades of delay. We lost 
out on earlier transit 
investments— —

-

replaced, and pedestrians face dangerous, unpleasant conditions. 
 
Whether or not you supported the streetcar plan, canceling the whole project—without supporting 
an alternative—leaves our neighborhood behind once again. This decision hurts real people who 
depend on transit, walkable streets, and public infrastructure. Continuing to delay this work also 
prolongs disinvestment in our community, putting our residents at risk of additional harmful 
developments such as the FCC industrial trash truck depot. 
 

bus rapid transit project for West 7th, a project that has the potential to transform our 
neighborhood. The West 7th/Fort Road Federation supports it as a whole with the caveat that the 

partnership from Ramsey County - this project risks never coming to fruition any time in the near 
future. 
 

currently lacks any pedestrian or biking infrastructure—no sidewalks, no bike lanes, no safe way to 
move through the area without a car.   

by railroad tracks and urban highways elsewhere. With the recent addition of the FCC 
Environmental Services trash truck depot and refueling station, the need for safety improvements 
has risen to a critical level. Residents are now navigating this road precariously alongside industrial 

 
 

reallocate those funds elsewhere. We are here to say: West 7th must not be left out again. No more 
delays. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

other. 



 
We need action from our County 

 
 

 
When funding to keep our neighborhood safe, accessible and comfortable to live in gets depleted, it 

neglected of resources. It is continuously 
disappointing and frustrating that so many advocate for restoration and decent living conditions 
and are met with broken promises and no consideration. I ask that you take the Fort Road 
Federations requests and concerns seriously, as they are amplifying the voices of the real people 
who live here and want what’s best for our community as a whole. 
 

– No 
Comments:  
  
The County has amassed millions of dollars meant for West 7th and the River Corridor yet intends 

the West 7th Community. Ramsey County needs to invest in West – no more kicking the 
proverbial can down the road. 
  
West 7th has been stuck in limbo for decades. The Riverview project began with a study in 1998. 
Since then, it’s consumed over $11.7 million in public funds and created decades of delay. We lost 
out on earlier transit investments— —because of it. The W 7th mill and 

-

edestrians face dangerous, unpleasant conditions.  
  

7th. It was Ramsey County that unceremoniously cancelled the  
  

to delay this work also prolongs disinvestment in my community, putting my neighbors at risk of 
additional harmful developments such as the FCC industrial trash truck depot on Randolph.  
  

neighborhood that he represents. Do something. 
  
Sara Fleetham 
 
Name: Scott Smith (1060 Grand Ave, Saint Paul 55102) – No 
Comments: 

y on the bus system to get 
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June 3, 2025  
 
Chief Clerk  
Ramsey County  
15 W. Kellogg Blvd., Suite 250  
Saint Paul, MN 55102  
 
Re: Ramsey County Transportation Sales and Use Tax Funds  
 
Dear Ramsey County Board of Commissioners,  
 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the revised list of projects eligible for the Ramsey County 
Transportation Sales and Use Tax funds. The City of Saint Paul and Ramsey County have a long history of 
proactive collaboration to deliver multimodal transportation improvements that benefit all roadway users, and 
we look forward to building on that history together.  
 
Following the county’s decision to suspend development of the Riverview Streetcar plan in September 2024, 
the City of Saint Paul, MnDOT, and Metro Transit have been working to develop a new multimodal BRT 
concept in the West 7th Street corridor. This new and exciting work builds on years of planning and 
development led by Ramsey County to achieve our shared goals for this corridor. This new concept brings:  
 

 Faster, more reliable transit through a high level of investment in a regional BRT line, with nine miles of 
dedicated lanes in Ramsey County  

 A new five-mile multiuse trail that expands regional bicycle and pedestrian connectivity  
 A reconfigured West 7th Street that addresses critical utility needs and pedestrian safety improvements  

 
This is an important regional investment in transit that connects to key county investments in the METRO Gold 
and Purple lines and provides improved connections for Ramsey County residents to the airport and Mall of 
America.   
 
The new concept has been positively received by members of the public and other key stakeholders. There is a 
strong desire in this corridor to deliver the aforementioned improvements as quickly and efficiently as possible. 
The time to advance this multimodal BRT concept is now, aligning development with MnDOT’s programmed 
2028-2029 investment in the condition of West 7th Street.   
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County involvement is critical to delivering these three well-supported and much-needed project elements to 
their fullest benefit, with the lowest disruption, and without further delay. Achieving this transformative vision 
for the West 7th corridor will depend on the financial commitments and advocacy of each of our agencies, 
including Ramsey County.   

Our shared proposed financial plan identifies Ramsey County, MnDOT, and Hennepin County, as important 
funding participants in the capital project. The required capital funding commitment would be significantly 
lower than the county’s anticipated prior commitment for the Riverview Streetcar. Metro Transit and the City of 
Saint Paul would be responsible for the ongoing operations and capital maintenance of transit and trail 
elements. MnDOT is committed to working through a turnback process to address long-term ownership of West 
7th Street.   

To ensure the viability of this proposed financial plan and consequent ability to deliver the strongly supported 
benefits of this concept, the City of Saint Paul, MnDOT, and Metropolitan Council request that Ramsey County 
include the West 7th corridor in the list of projects eligible for the Ramsey County Transportation Sales and Use 
Tax funds.  

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide comments. Our agencies remain committed to a generational 
multimodal reinvestment in the West 7th Street corridor. We deeply appreciate the historical and ongoing 
partnership between our agencies and look forward working together to deliver our shared vision for this 
corridor in the near term.  

Sincerely, 

Melvin Carter  
Mayor  
City of Saint Paul 

Khani Sahebjam  
Metro District Engineer 
MnDOT  

Charles Zelle  
Chair  
Metropolitan Council 

CC  
Commissioner Tara Jebens-Singh, District 1  
Commissioner Mary Jo McGuire, District 2  
Commissioner Garrison McMurtrey, District 3  
Commissioner Rena Moran, District 4  
Commissioner Rafael Ortega, District 5  
Commissioner Mai Chong Xiong, District 6  
Commissioner Kelly Miller, District 7   
Brian Isaacson, Director Ramsey County Public Works 
Mike Rogers, Deputy Director – Multimodal Planning  
Jennifer Jordan, Transit Project Manager  




