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RAMSEY Resolution 651-266-9200
COUNTY B2025-227
Sponsor: Public Health Meeting Date: 12/2/2025
Title: Use of Solid Waste Fund for Seven County-Operated Yard File Number: 2025-465
Waste Sites

Background and Rationale:

Saint Paul - Ramsey County Public Health is requesting site improvements at the seven yard waste
sites operated by the county. The county’s Solid Waste Management Plan guides waste
management and recycling over a 20-year timeframe, including management of yard waste and
operations of the sites. The county is committed to ensuring residential yard waste, including wood
waste, is properly managed through accessible and convenient methods, including at county owned
and operated yard waste sites.

The county maintains and operates seven yard waste sites available to residents. The sites are
open five days per week from April through November (weather permitting) and are open on
weekends during the winter. Wood waste is accepted at four of the sites; other yard waste is
accepted at all seven sites. The sites are heavily used, with an average of about 400,000 site visits
annually. An average of 40,000 to 45,000 tons of yard waste and 25,000 to 30,000 tons of wood
waste is received annually.

The proposed site improvements include converting gravel and crushed asphalt surfaces to durable
cement-paved surfaces in significant areas of the four yard waste sites that receive wood waste and
brush. The current surfaces require ongoing maintenance and repair due to the impacts of heavy
machinery and thousands of residential vehicles. Durable cement pavement has an increased life
span, reducing ongoing maintenance costs and increasing efficiencies of processing. It also
decreases airborne dust at the sites, improving air quality for residents and employees. High-quality
site surfaces provide for a safer, better experience for residents and smoother hauling operations,
and also are necessary for proper surface water runoff management in accordance with the Ramsey
County Storm Water Management Plan.

Proposed site improvements also include replacing the existing utility sheds at all seven yard waste
sites with modern attendant booths to serve as workstations for county employees. Modern
attendant booths will improve work conditions for county employees, increase site safety for the
public and increase security for equipment stored on site.

Recommendation:
The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners resolved to:

Authorize the County Manager to establish a project budget of $4,000,000 for the Capital
Improvements at the County Yard Waste sites in the Solid Waste Fund.

A motion to approve was made by Commissioner McMurtrey, seconded by Commissioner Miller.
Motion passed.

Aye: - 6: Jebens-Singh, McMurtrey, Miller, Moran, Ortega, and Xiong

Excused: - 1: McGuire
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Jason Yang, Chief Clerk - County Board

Page 2 of 2



