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RAMSEY Resolution 651-266-9200
COUNTY B2026-069
Sponsor: County Manager's Office Meeting Date: 5/26/2026
Title: Support the City of Saint Paul’s Federal Grant Application to File Number: 2026-210

U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Highway Administration
Bridge Investment Program for the Eastbound Kellogg RiverCenter
Bridge Reconstruction

Background and Rationale:

For nearly 90 years, the Eastbound Kellogg RiverCentre Bridge has served as a defining connection
in downtown Saint Paul. Spanning more than 1,000 feet, the bridge is a critical transportation
corridor linking residents, businesses, government services and regional transportation routes
across the city.

Today, the bridge is experiencing irreversible deterioration and has been classified as structurally
deficient and load posted. Replacing the bridge is essential to maintaining safe, reliable access to
downtown and supporting the long-term vitality of the city’s urban core.

Kellogg Boulevard also serves as a primary access point to the county’s RiversEdge Development -
a nearly five-acre public-private project that will create jobs, revitalize Saint Paul’s historic riverfront
and expand public access to the Mississippi River. Strengthening this corridor and improving the
connection to the future Park at RiversEdge are key components of the Building Stronger Together
<https://www.ramseycountymn.gov/your-government/projects-initiatives/building-stronger-together>
initiative and critical to advancing a more vibrant, connected and dynamic downtown Saint Paul.
The City of Saint Paul approached Ramsey County to leverage federal funding through the U .S.
Department of Transportation’s Federal Highway Administration Bridge Investment Program (BIP)
aiming to secure transformational infrastructure investment that will strengthen regional connectivity,
safety and economic competitiveness. As part of the Building Stronger Together plan, the City of
Saint Paul is requesting an $11 million partnership contribution from county dedicated transportation
funds to support the local match requirement for its federal Bridge Investment Program grant
application. The total project cost is $70.7 million, with the city contributing $5.2 million toward the
local match based on current construction estimates.

Looking ahead, final plans and specifications have already been developed, which is a testament to
the City’s commitment to prioritizing and delivering this project to completion. If full BIP funds are
secured and a grant agreement is reached, the City will make final revisions to the plans and seek
federal authorization for construction. The project should advance to construction within nine months
after BIP funds are committed.

This project is part of the Dynamic Downtown initiative of the recently adopted Building Stronger
Together plan which outlines an aggressive strategy that creates a more vibrant, connected and
welcoming downtown Saint Paul. The plan supports the County’s vision in strengthening economic
growth, housing, mobility and public investment for future generations particularly through
investments in the Park at RiversEdge. Replacing the Eastbound Kellogg RiverCenter Bridge
advances this vision by improving critical infrastructure, strengthening connections between the
riverfront and downtown destinations while creating a safer, more accessible and inviting downtown
experience. The project will incorporate public art to transform the bridge into a welcoming
“gateway” to downtown and add a new 12-foot-wide shared-use path along Exchange Street, filling
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a key connection between the Sam Morgan Regional Trail, the Mississippi River and the heart of
downtown Saint Paul.

Recommendation:
The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners resolved to:

Direct the County Manager to submit a letter of support from the Ramsey County Board of
Commissioners for the City of Saint Paul's Bridge Investment Program federal grant application for
Eastbound Kellogg RiverCenter Bridge reconstruction, including a commitment of up to $11 million of
local match funding from county’s dedicated transportation sources as part of the Building Stronger
Together economic development strategy.

A motion to approve was made by Commissioner Ortega, seconded by Commissioner Xiong.

Motion passed.
Aye: - 7: Jebens-Singh, McGuire, McMurtrey, Miller, Moran, Ortega, and Xiong

By: gm %ﬂ

Jason Yang, Chief Clerk - County Board
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