H H 15 West Kellogg Blvd.
_— Board of Commissioners Suint Paul, MN 55102
RAMSEY Resolution 651-266-9200
COUNTY B2025-124
Sponsor: Sheriff's Office Meeting Date: 6/24/2025
Title: Acceptance of Legislative Grant for Capitol Area Public Safety File Number: 2025-228

and Livability Initiative

Background and Rationale:

The Minnesota Legislature appropriated $3,000,000 in fiscal year 2026 from the Capitol Area
Community Vitality Account to the Commissioner of Administration for a legislative grant to Ramsey
County for the Ramsey County Sheriff to implement a coordinated public safety and livability plan in
the Capitol Area. This funding is available July 1, 2025 and must be spent by June 30, 2029.

Under this appropriation, the coordinated plan must be developed in partnership with the Capitol
Area Architectural and Planning Board (CAAPB) and community partners to improve the livability,
economic health, and safety of communities within the Capitol Area (excluding state-owned
buildings and state leased-to-own buildings in the Capitol Area). The coordinated effort must also
focus specifically on public safety, youth and family programming, street and neighborhood cleanup
and ambassadors. The appropriation also requires the Ramsey County Sheriff's Office to consult
the Commissioner of Public Safety in matters involving the Capitol complex prior to the expenditure
of funds.

As part of this work, the Sheriff's Office will coordinate efforts with the CAAPB, Ramsey County, the
City of Saint Paul, and community providers. The Sheriff's Office has met with CAAPB and state
officials to co-develop a funding plan. The funding plan details anticipated expenditures over a
three-year period and includes personnel (two full-time deputy sheriffs and four full-time community
service officers) and contracted services as well as administrative overhead.

For reference, CAAPB is a Minnesota state agency responsible for guiding the development and
design of the Capitol Area in Saint Paul, which includes about 60 blocks surrounding the State
Capitol. The Capitol Area is designated by state law (Minnesota Statutes, section 15B.02) includes
the business and homes around the Minnesota State Capitol. The Capitol Area’s statutory
boundaries include Pennsylvania Avenue to Interstate and Jackson Street to Marion Street.
Established to preserve the area’s architectural integrity and character, CAAPB oversees zoning,
urban planning, and design standards for public and private development within the area. It reviews
proposed buildings, memorials, and renovations to ensure they align with long-term planning goals.
Governed by a 12-member board, including appointees from the Governor, Legislature, and City of
Saint Paul, CAAPB works collaboratively with government agencies and community to ensure the
Capitol Area remains a safe, accessible, and vibrant space.

Recommendation:
The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners resolved to:
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File Number: 2025-228 Resolution Number: B2025-124

1. Accept the legislative grant from the State of Minnesota for Capitol Area Community Vitality
for the period of July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2029 in the amount of $3,000,000.

2. Authorize the County Manager to establish the Capitol Area Community Vitality project
account.

3. Authorize the County Manager to enter into agreements and execute amendments to
agreements in accordance with the county’s procurement policies and procedures, provided
the amounts are within the limits of the grant funding.

A motion to approve was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner McGuire.
Motion passed.

Aye: - 7: Jebens-Singh, McGuire, McMurtrey, Miller, Moran, Ortega, and Xiong

Jason Yang, Interim Chief Clerk - County
Board
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