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CITY OF SPRING LAKE PARK 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-23 
 

A RESOLUTION EXERCISING THE CITY’S AUTHORITY TO OPT-IN TO, AND 
SUPPORT, THE RAMSEY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

(“EDA”) 
 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners of Ramsey County (“County”) and the Spring Lake Park 
City Council (“City”) consider small businesses to be the backbone of stability and growth for 
their respective local government and municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County and the City also consider continued investment in small 

businesses as critical for sustaining stability and growth in their respective local government and 
municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County sought special legislation from the State Legislature that 

expanded the eligible uses of the County’s Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA); and 
 
WHEREAS, the special legislation, often referred to as the EDA Bill (Bill), expanded the 

use of HRA Levy funding to include entrepreneurship and business programming and necessitated 
the creation of the Ramsey County Economic Development Authority (EDA); and 

 
WHEREAS, the EDA Bill was approved by the Legislature in 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, the EDA Bill contained two provisions, (1) the EDA would not have tax levy 

authority and (2) Cities within the County’s HRA Area of Operation would be required to ‘Opt In’ 
to business programming by the EDA; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to state statute, projects funded with HRA levy will continue to 

require consent by the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey County Board of Commissioners Resolution B2025-229 

dated December 2, 2025, and to filing with the Secretary of State a Certificate of Approval of 
Special Law By Governing Body (pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, 645.02 and 645.021) December 
16, 2025, as Document No. 20254239, the County has legally established an EDA through which 
the above-referenced funds and programs supporting small business in the City may flow; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City supports the County in promoting growth and sustainability for small 

businesses within its jurisdiction and therefore supports, and wishes to avail itself to, funding and 
programs made available by the County’s EDA and deems it a positive mechanism for doing so. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Spring 

Lake Park that the City Council affirmatively “Opts-In” as a participant in the County’s EDA Area 
of Operation, and supports the County in its EDA use, funding and programs established; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City commits to the collaboration with the 
County and the processes necessary for implementing the County’s EDA programs as an integral 
part and shared goal of supporting and sustaining entrepreneurs and local small businesses. 

The foregoing Resolution was moved for adoption by Councilmember Wendling. 

Upon Vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:   Councilmember 
Wendling, Councilmember Dircks, Acting Mayor Goodboe-Bisschoff.

And the following voted against the same:   

Whereon the Acting Mayor declared said Resolution duly passed and adopted the 1st day of June, 
2026. 

APPROVED BY: 

___________________________________ 
Barbara Goodboe-Bisschoff, Acting Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Daniel R. Buchholtz, City Administrator 
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CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
COUNTY OF RAMSEY

STATE OF MINNESOTA

RESOLUTION NO. 26- 05- 2-45

A RESOLUTION EXERCISING THE CITY' S AUTHORITY TO OPT- IN TO,
AND SUPPORT, THE RAMSEY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY(" EDA")

WHEREAS, the Commissioners of Ramsey County (" County") and the Vadnais Heights
City Council (" City") consider small businesses to be the backbone of stability and growth for
their respective local government and municipality; and

WHEREAS,  the County and the City also consider continued investment in small
businesses as critical for sustaining stability and growth in their respective local government and
municipality; and

WHEREAS,  the County sought special legislation from the State Legislature that
expanded the eligible uses of the County' s Housing and Redevelopment Authority ( HRA); and

WHEREAS, the special legislation, often referred to as the EDA Bill (Bill), expanded the

use of HRA Levy funding to include entrepreneurship and business programming and necessitated
the creation of the Ramsey County Economic Development Authority ( EDA); and

WHEREAS, the EDA Bill was approved by the Legislature in 2025; and

WHEREAS, the EDA Bill contained two provisions,( 1) the EDA would not have tax levy
authority and( 2) Cities within the County' s HRA Area of Operation would be required to ' Opt In'
to business programming by the EDA; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to state statute, projects funded with HRA levy will continue to
require consent by the City; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey County Board of Commissioners Resolution B2025- 229
dated December 2, 2025, and to filing with the Secretary of State a Certificate of Approval of
Special Law By Governing Body( pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, 645.02 and 645.021) December
16, 2025, as Document No. 20254239, the County has legally established an EDA through which
the above- referenced funds and programs supporting small business in the City may flow; and

WHEREAS, the City supports the County in promoting growth and sustainability for small
businesses within its jurisdiction and therefore supports, and wishes to avail itself to, funding and
programs made available by the County' s EDA and deems it a positive mechanism for doing so;and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS, that the City affirmatively " Opts- In" as a participant in the County' sEDA Area of Operation,  and supports the County in its EDA use,  funding and programsestablished, and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

VADNAIS HEIGHTS that the City commits to the collaboration with the County and the
processes necessary for implementing the County' s EDA programs as an integral part and shared
goal of supporting and sustaining entrepreneurs and local small businesses.

This Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted and was signed by the Mayor and attested
to by the City Administrator this 19th day of May, 2026.

Attest:

16("_,„--  
i

M e rachmer, M or

Kevin Watson, City Administrator

SEAL)
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26-32 

 
RESOLUTION EXERCISING THE TOWN’S AUTHORITY 

TO OPT-IN TO, & SUPPORT, 
THE RAMSEY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (“EDA”) 
 
WHEREAS, the Commissioners of Ramsey County (“County”) and the Board of 

the Town of White Bear (“Township”) consider small businesses to be the backbone of 
stability and growth for their respective local government and municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County and the Township also consider continued investment in 

small businesses as critical for sustaining stability and growth in their respective local 
government and municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County sought special legislation from the State Legislature that 

expanded the eligible uses of the County’s Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA); 
and  

WHEREAS, the special legislation, often referred to as the EDA Bill (Bill), 
expanded the use of HRA Levy funding to include entrepreneurship and business 
programming and necessitated the creation of the Ramsey County Economic 
Development Authority (EDA); and 

 
WHEREAS, the EDA Bill was approved by the Legislature in 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, the EDA Bill contained two provisions, (1) the EDA would not have 

tax levy authority and (2) Cities within the County’s HRA Area of Operation would be 
required to ‘Opt-In’ to business programming by the EDA; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to state statute, projects funded with HRA levy will continue 

to require consent by the Township; and  
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey County Board of Commissioners Resolution 

B2025-229 dated December 2, 2025, and to filing with the Secretary of State a Certificate 
of Approval of Special Law By Governing Body (pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, 645.02 
and 645.021) December 16, 2025, as Document No. 20254239, the County has legally 
established an EDA through which the above-referenced funds and programs supporting 
small business in the Township may flow; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township supports the County in promoting growth and 

sustainability for small businesses within its jurisdiction and therefore supports, and 
wishes to avail itself to, funding and programs made available by the County’s EDA and 
deems it a positive mechanism for doing so; and 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the White Bear Township Board 

affirmatively “Opts-In” as a participant in the County’s EDA Area of Operation, and 
supports the County in its EDA use, funding and programs established, and 
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Document Number: 20254239
Filed December 16, 2025
Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State, Steve Simon
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Document Number: 20254239
Filed December 16, 2025
Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State, Steve Simon
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15 West Kellogg Blvd.

Saint Paul, MN 55102

651-266-9200

Economic Development Authority

Resolution
E2026-004

Sponsor: Community & Economic Development Meeting Date: 6/16/2026

Title: Ramsey County Economic Development Authority Area of 

Operation

File Number: 2026-209

In furthering the implementation of the goals, strategies and recommended actions identified in the 

2019 Economic Competitiveness & Inclusion (ECI) Plan, Ramsey County sought flexibility in the use 

of Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) levy funding to support small business and 

entrepreneurship programming.  Ramsey County sought a statutory change through the Minnesota 

Legislature during the 2024 and 2025 Legislative sessions.  Ramsey County was successful in 

obtaining the legislative approval in 2025.

The legislation was comprised of two parts: (1) the creation of the Ramsey County Economic 

Development Authority (EDA); (2) the expansion of the eligibility of uses for Housing and 

Redevelopment Authority levy funding to allow for programming that supports small businesses and 

entrepreneurs.  

On December 2, 2025, the Ramsey County Board took the first of several steps to formally establish 

and implement the EDA. This first step required under Minnesota Statute 645.021 (Special Laws) 

approved the creation of the EDA prior to the beginning of the 2026 legislative session.  The Chief 

Clerk additionally filed a Certificate of Approval of Special Law by Governing Body with the 

Secretary of State indicating valid board approval.  

The legislation outlined two requirements.  The first of these requirements is the Ramsey County 

EDA does not have tax levy authority; this is intentional as the EDA will only receive and spend 

funding from the existing HRA levy. 

The second of these requirements was that cities within Ramsey County HRA’s Area of Operation 

were required to provide a resolution of support for this expanded use of HRA funding. Over the last 

several months, eighteen cities within the existing Ramsey County HRA’s Area of Operation 

provided resolutions opting-in to the Ramsey County EDA Area of Operation.  

The City of North Saint Paul is not within the Ramsey County HRA Area of Operation and therefore 

not eligible to be a part of the Ramsey County Economic Development Authority Area of Operation.   

Approval of the EDA Area of Operation is the critical next step.  Additional steps over the coming 

months will continue to be undertaken by the County Board, Ramsey County HRA and Ramsey 

County EDA that further establishes and implements the EDA and programmatic offerings for 

entrepreneurs and small businesses.  This includes revisions to the Administrative Code to reflect a 

new entity.

Background and Rationale:

Recommendation:

The Ramsey County Economic Development Authority resolved to:

Approve the Ramsey County Economic Development Authority Area of Operation.
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File Number: 2026-209 Resolution Number: E2026-004

A motion to approve was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Moran. 

Motion passed.

Aye: - 7: Jebens-Singh, McGuire, McMurtrey, Miller, Moran, Ortega, and Xiong

By:

Jason Yang, Chief Clerk - County Board

Page 2 of 2

57




